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Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action dated August 31, 2005 restricting this 
application to Group I, including claims 1, 2 and 4-6, Group II including claim 3, Group III, 
including claims 7 and 8, and Group IV, including claims 9 and 10. 

In response, Applicants elect the Group I claims, including claims 1, 2 and 4-6. This 
election is made with traverse. 

Applicants respectfully submit that claim 3 should be examined simultaneously with 
claims 1, 2 and 4-6 of Group I. Claims 1 and 3 are directed to a process for the continuous 
production of a water-absorbent resin product including the step of measuring a water- 
absorbent resin by its predetermined property. Thus, the process of Group I and Group II are 
related and overlap. 

The Action states that the Group I and Group II claims are unrelated since the 
inventions allegedly have different functions. The basis for this restriction is unclear since 



both claims are directed to a process for producing a water-absorbent resin product by the 
same step. Therefore, the process of the Group I and Group II claims do not have different 
modes of operation, different functions or different effects so that the claims should be 
examined together. 

In view of the above, the restriction between the Group I and Group II claims should 
be withdrawn. Prompt and favorable examination is requested. 
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